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Large-scale potential

The quality of the Starrag STC 1250 five-axis
machining centre is particularly important to
the tec-spiration team. It is based on a rigid
machine structure and is characterised by
stable, low-vibration machining processes,
precise machining and high productivity.

Rheintal, Switzerland
Based in Rheintal, Switzerland,
Berhalter AG is an innovative company
in every sense of the word. Not only
is the company the global market
leader in flatbed punching machine
technology, Berhalter has also seen
great success as a mechanical service
provider as well as a system supplier
in component assembly. And with the
investment in a Starrag STC 1250, the
tec-spiration business segment is
hoping for larger orders – literally.

www.starrag.com
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Fredi Hasler, Head of Business Unit
tec-spiration: “The Starrag STC 1250 is not
only ideal for aviation parts. We also like to
use them for complex mechanical engineering
and pump parts made of stainless steel.“

tec-spiration managers are hoping
that the latest investment, a Starrag
STC 1250, will help to maintain the
continuous growth achieved to date.
The large parts machining centre
outperformed several competitors,
and Starrag was able to make an
unbeatable offer with a refurbished
machine that had been brought up
the standard of a new machine.

Berhalter flatbed punching machines
are world leaders in terms of their
technology and are used in die-cutting
plants for the production of food and
packaging solutions. The die-cutting
business segment is known and loved
far beyond the Swiss borders. Their
plants produce lids, various films and
labels for bottles and beverage con
tainers for pharmaceutical products,
food and animal food packaging in
billions of units per year.

In addition to the die-cutting business,
Berhalter is concentrating on the
new tec-spiration business segment
created in 2014. The name stands for
the combination of technology and
inspiration, as business unit manager
Fredi Hasler explains: “It is our 60 years
of manufacturing expertise, our
modern machine pool and our innovative strength that wins customers
over.“ A large part of production
capacity, approximately 75 %, is used
for tec-spiration customers. These
come from the aerospace, semiconductor, automotive, power generation
and mechanical engineering industries.
A further 25 % is used in a processoptimised manner for the production
of punching machines and tool com
ponents.

Fredi Hasler is delighted: “This fiveaxis machine greatly expands our
capabilities, since it is designed for
the processing of steel, titanium,
corrosion-resistant steels and special
materials such as Hastelloy and
Inconel etc. With its travel paths of
2,200 × 1,600 × 2,100 mm in X, Y
and Z, it opens up a range of com
ponents that, to my knowledge,
no other service provider can offer
in our region.“
Starrag developed the STC series
for the economical processing of
demanding structural components,
multiblades and casings with long
cycle times. Their excellent static and
dynamic properties as well as the
tried-and-tested swivel head set the
benchmark for simultaneous five-axis
heavy-duty cutting, which is not just
a necessity for the aviation (ASD)
and energy production industries.
“We also use them for challenging
machine and pump parts made of
stainless steel, which require high
stability for cutting large holes,“ says
Fredi Hasler. “And we love that we
have the option of multiple clamping
for small parts.“

www.starrag.com

At Berhalter tec-spiration, position accuracy
to one hundredth of a millimetre is always
required, which the Starrag STC 1250 can
achieve within its full travel range.
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Company profile Starrag
High-precision machine tools
for greater productivity
Starrag Group is a global technology
leader in manufacturing high-precision
machine tools for milling, turning,
boring and grinding workpieces of
metallic, composite and ceramic
materials. Principle customers are
internationally active companies in
the Aerospace, Energy, Transportation
and Industrial sectors (Industrial
Components, Luxury Goods, Med
Tech). In addition to its portfolio of
machine tools, Starrag Group provides
integrated technology and maintenance
services that significantly enhance
customer quality and productivity.

The Starrag STC 1250 also puts it
ahead of the large machining centre
previously installed at Berhalter,
thanks to the swivel head connected
to the rotary table, which enables
optimum five-axis capability. Another
advantage over the previous machine
is the two-pallet changeover contact,
which enables setup during machining
time.

The umbrella brand Starrag unites
the product ranges Berthiez, Bumotec,
Dörries, Droop+Rein, Ecospeed,
Heckert, Scharmann, SIP, Starrag,
TTL and WMW. Headquartered in
Rorschach/Switzerland, the Starrag
Group operates manufacturing plants
in Switzerland, Germany, France,
the UK and India and has established
a network of sales and services
subsidiaries in the most important
customer countries.
The shares of Starrag Group Holding
AG are listed on the SIX Swiss
Exchange.
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